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SUBJECT: CONTACTS WITH MSI MODERATES 

REF: ROME 10619 

1. OCCASIONAL EMBASSY SOURCE HAS APPROACHED US REGARDING 
POSSIBLE CONTACTS BETWEEN OURSELVES AND MODERATE, NON-FASCIST 
ELEMENTS OP THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST MOVEMENT (MSI). APPROACH 
WAS INFORMAL, BUT PROM ALL APPEARANCES IT WAS AT THE BEHEST 

OP INDIVIDUALS INTERESTED IN MOVING THE MSI TO A MORE 
RESPECTABLE AND RESPONSIBLE POSITION ON THE RIGHT OP THE 
ITALIAN POLITICAL SPECTRUM. 

2. DURING CONVERSATION WHICH TOOK PLACE PRIOR TO JULY 10-1 1 
MSI CENTRAL COMMITTEE MEETING (SEE ROME 1 1297), SOURCE 
NOTED THAT THE DISAPPOINTING RESULTS POR THE MSI OP THE 
LAST ELECTION, HAD SUBSTANTIALLY WEAKENED THE POSITION 
OP PARTY SECRETARY ALMIRANTE. AT THE SAME TIME, EFPORTS TO 
EPPECT A CHANGE IN THE PARTY ARE FACILITATED BY THE PACT 
THAT MANY OP THE OLD GUARD AND FANATICS IN THE PARTY 
WERE DEPEATED IN THE JUNE 20-21 ELECTIONS AND THEREFORE 
THEIR WEIGHT WITHIN MSI CIRCLES HAS BEEN DIMINISHED. 

3. THE GOAL OP THESE NEW MORE MODERATE LEADERS IS TO 
BRING THE MSI OUT OF ITS ISOLATION AND BACK INTO THE 
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MAINSTREAM OP ITALIAN POLITICAL LIPE. WITHOUT THE 
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HANDICAP OF LEADERS IDENTIEIED WITH THE FASCIST ERA OR 
POLITICAL EXTREMISM, AND WITH A NEW POLITICAL DIRECTION, 
THESE LEADERS EEEL THAT MSI VOTES MIGHT EVENTUALLY BE 
USEEUL TO THE CENTRIST EORCES IN ITALY. THESE 
INDIVIDUALS RECOGNIZE THAT THIS IS A PROCESS WHICH WILL 
REQUIRE SOME TIME, AND AT THE PRESENT JUNCTURE THEY 
WOULD LIKE TO ACHIEVE THESE CHANGES WITHOUT CREATING 
A SPLIT IN THE PARTY. AS EOR A POSSIBLE LEADER OF A 
REORIENTED MSI, OUR SOURCE SUGGESTED THAT A PRIME 
CANDIDATE IS SENATOR MARIO TEDESCHI WHO IS NOT TAINTED 
WITH A FASCIST PAST. 

4. OUR SOURCE ASKED WHETHER THE EMBASSY WOULD CON- 
SIDER HAVING AN INEORMAL MEETING WITH A REPRESENTATIVE 
OE THESE EORCES SEEKING TO CARRY OUT REFORM WITHIN THE 
MSI. EMBOEE RESPONDED THAT WHILE USG HAS LONG BEEN OUT 
OE SYMPATHY FOR THE MSI AND THE CAUSES IT ESPOUSES, THE 
EMBASSY HAS ALWAYS MAINTAINED THAT ANY INDIVIDUAL HAS THE 
RIGHT TO A HEARING SHOULD HE WISH TO TALK WITH US. 

WITHIN THIS CONTEXT, WE HAVE SEEN MSI REPRESENTATIVES 
HERE AT THE EMBASSY IN THE PAST. WHILE RESERVING 
JUDGEMENT ON A POSSIBLE EUTURE USG ATTITUDE TOWARD AN 
EVOLUTION OE THE POLITICAL DIRECTION OE THE MSI, 

EMBASSY OEEICER OBSERVED THAT THE ISOLATION OE THE MSI 
VOTES ON THE RIGHT OF THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM CERTAINLY 
IS A COMPLICATING FACTOR IN THE ITALIAN POLITICAL 
ERAMEWORK. HE PROMISED TO SEEK GUIDANCE SO THAT HE 
WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO PROVIDE AN EARLY ANSWER TO THE 
QUESTION OE A POSSIBLE MEETING OF THE TYPE SUGGESTED 
BY THE SOURCE. 

5. COMMENT. AT THIS CRUCIAL JUNCTURE IN ITALIAN POST- 
WAR HISTORY, THE APPROACH OBVIOUSLY PRESENTS US WITH 
SOMEWHAT OE A DILEMMA. EOR THE TIME BEING, THE MSI 
REMAINS A PARIAH ON THE ITALIAN POLITICAL SPECTRUM, AND 
CONSPICUOUS CONTACTS WITH ANY OP ITS REPRESEN- 
TATIVES COULD HAVE A SERIOUSLY NEGATIVE IMPACT ON OUR 
INTERESTS HERE. PURTHERMORE, WE BELIEVE THAT THE ONLY 
MANNER IN WHICH EVEN A PART OF WHAT IS PRESENTLY THE 
MSI COULD BE "SANITIZED" IN TERMS OP PUBLIC OPINION, WOULD 
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BE TO HAVE A SPLIT OCCUR WITHIN THE PARTY RANKS. THE 
IDEA OP TRYING TO REFORM THE PARTY FROM WITHIN, 

RETAINING THE SAME NAME AND MERELY PUSHING THE DISCREDITED 
LEADERS ASIDE, WOULD SIMPLY NOT CUT MUCH WEIGHT ON THE 
ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE. 

6. AT THE SAME TIME, ANY MOVEMENT WHICH COUND SALVAGE 
EVEN A PROTION OF THE CURRENT MSI VOTES THAT ARE USELESS 
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IN THE CONTEXT OF CONTEMPORARY ITALIAN POLITICAL LIEE, 
WOULD BE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT, EVEN IE THIS IS A 
PROCESS WHICH WILL TAKE AN EXTENDED PERIOD TO WORK OUT. 
GIVEN THE SENSITIVITY OVER EMBASSY CONTACTS WITH THE 
MSI AND THE ADVANTAGE WE NOW HAVE EROM SAYING THAT WE 
DO NOT HAVE DIRECT LINES TO THE PARTY, WE FEEL THAT IT 
WOULD BE A MISTAKE TO MOVE PRECIPITOUSLY ON THE QUESTION. 
WHILE WE WOULD NOT ABANDON OUR PRESENT POSITION OP SEEING 
ANYONE WHO CHOOSES TO TALK TO US AT THE EMBASSY, WE 
BELIEVE THAT OUR BEST RESPONSE TO THE PRESENT APPROACH 
IS TO INDICATE THAT WE WOULD PREFER TO FOLLOW DEVELOP- 
MENTS POR THE TIME BEING THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY, NOT 
FORMALLY PART OF THE MSI, PREFERABLY THE INDIVIDUAL WHO 
CARRIED THE MESSAGE TO US IN THE PIRST PLACE. IN ANY 
POSSIBLE CONVERSATIONS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL, WE WOULD 
ESSENTIALLY CONPINE OUR ROLE TO THAT OF A LISTENER. 
HOWEVER, WE WOULD ALSO INDICATE OUR BET IFF THAT ANY 
EFFORT TO REFORM THE PARTY FROM WITHIN IS CERTAINLY A 
NON-STARTER IN THE CONTEXT OF PUBLIC PERCEPTION OF WHAT 
THE MSI IS AND THAT THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE, THEREFORE, 

WOULD BE TO T RAD A SPLIT IN THE PARTY. AT THE SAME 
TIME, WITHOUT VOICING SUPPORT FOR ANY INITIATIVES WHICH 
THESE MODERATES MIGHT TAKE, WE WOULD EXPRESS, IF THE 
OPPORTUNITY AROSE, OUR REGRET THAT THE CURRENT NATURE 
OF THE MSI LEAVES IT ISOLATED ON THE ITALIAN POLITICAL 
SPECTRUM. SHOULD THESE CONTACTS PLUS DEVELOPMENTS 
EVOLVE IN A POSITIVE MANNER, WE WOULD THEN CONSIDER THE 
POSSIBILITY OF RECEIVING AT THE EMBASSY AT A LATER DATE 
A SPOKESMAN FOR THE REFORMERS. 

7. DEPARTMENT'S GUIDANCE REQUESTED.BEAUDRY 
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